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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of Document 

The Edmonton Police Service (EPS) submits Control Tactics Report annually 

to the Edmonton Police Commission (EPC).  This report provides a statistical 

perspective of reported and categorized control tactics and use of force events 

by EPS members for the year.  

The information contained in this report was generated using statistical data 

captured from electronic Control Tactics Reports for occurrences with reported 

dates between January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025.  This report will also 

include a comparison of the current control tactics and use of force data to that of the previous five 

years, where applicable and available. 

1.2 Background 

The EPS captures use of force data through electronic Control Tactics Reports.  These reports are 

submitted after a police officer displays or utilizes specific control tactics or force options where one or 

more of the following circumstances are present: 

1. Injury resulting to any person. 

2. Force options over and above routine handcuffing and escort holds. 

3. Use of control tactics such as stunning/distraction techniques, direct mechanical techniques, 

chemical agents (O.C. spray), conducted energy weapon (CEW), control instruments, impact 

weapons, special impact munitions. 

4. Firearm was drawn, displayed, or pointed; and, 

5. At the discretion of the investigating member and/or supervisor, unusual circumstances exist that 

necessitate inclusion. 

Control Tactics Reports are classified as Category I or Category II depending upon whether a force 

option was displayed only (Category I), or Category II, if a firearm is pointed or if force options are 

deployed. 

1.3 Data Disclaimer 

The information contained in this report was generated using statistical data captured from electronic 

Control Tactics Reports for occurrences with reported dates between January 1, 2025 and December 

31, 2025. This report will also include a comparison of the current use of force data with previous 5 

years’ data, where available.  



CONTROL TACTICS REPORT | JANUARY – DECEMBER 2025 

 

    2 
 
 
 

1.0 Introduction 
This report is based on data captured as of January 13, 2026. The numbers reported for the same 

period could vary if the report is run at another time due to some reports being 

submitted/reviewed/approved after the reporting window. 

The data from incidents that require a 46.1 notification to the Director of Law Enforcement, which are 

assigned to the Alberta Serious Incident Response Team (ASIRT), may not form part of this report. 

1.4 Key Findings 

1. In 2025, 6,933 control tactics reports were submitted spread across 3,779 occurrences. As more 

than one control tactics report can be submitted per file number, the number of control tactics reports 

will often be much higher than the number of files where force was used or certain weapons were 

deployed by the police.   

2. Control tactics reports are submitted when force is used on a subject or when certain weapon 

systems or tactics are deployed even if no force is applied upon a subject.  Although there were 

3,779 occurrences in 2025 with associated Control Tactics Reports, only 1,524 of these occurrences 

involved force being applied to subjects. 

3. The force used occurrences (1,524) constituted 0.47% of the total public interaction occurrences 

(320,869) for the year. The percentage of occurrences where use of force occurred was 0.52% 

(1,376) in 2023, and 0.51% (1,461) in 2024. Public interactions have been described in the past at 

events where the potential for members to have to use force is present. Further analysis of these 

public interactions is planned through 2026 as the current data is taken from the Computer Aided 

Dispatch System and may not reflect the true number of public interactions between the police and 

the public within a year.  

4. Extended Range Impact Weapon usage with respect to instances when these weapons are being 

displayed only is up by 28.6% from 504 in 2024 to 648 in 2025.These instances are a good use of 

this weapon as a potential less lethal option when appropriate. This increase is due to the fact that 

new operators were trained through 2025 which translates to more opportunities for these weapons 

to be utilized.  

5. The percentage of subjects with serious injuries (outpatient, major, fatal) continues to decrease. In 

2025, this percentage has dropped to 1.5% (69) while it was 1.8% in 2024 and 2.4% in 2023. 

Note: Current statistics do not account for situations where a subject may have had a pre-existing injury 

prior to police arrival. Due to the complexity and pace of many events, responding officers may not be 

aware of pre-existing injuries at the time of the incident. As a result, although injuries may be recorded 

in the control tactics report, they are not always the result of the police interaction itself. 
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2.0 Control Tactics Occurrences & Reports 

2.1 Occurrences with a Control Tactics Report Submitted 

EPS members have multiple pathways that result in 

interactions with the public: 911 dispatched call, non-

emergency line, vehicle and pedestrian stops, major events, 

extra duty detail, etc. Several of these event types may not be 

tracked. Documentation is not generated from every public 

interaction. Tracked public interaction occurrences include 

general occurrences, traffic subject stops, officer issued 

summons, and officer contact occurrences which are recorded 

through the Computer Aided Dispatch System.  

In 2025, EPS generated 1,133,666 occurrence file numbers which encompasses all file taken including 

On-Line reports. In relation to tracked occurrences with possible control tactics use, EPS members 

attended 320,869 occurrences. This number has increased by 11.8% compared to 2024 largely due to 

increase in Electronic Ticket occurrences (99,628 in 2025 compared to 70,585 in 2024).  

During these interactions, force options were displayed, deployed or used during 3,779 (1.18%) of 

these public interaction occurrences – categorizing these occurrences from a public interaction 

occurrence to a control tactics occurrence. 

Figure 1:Number of Control Tactics Reports 
and Occurrences with Control Tactics 
Reports 

 

Figure 2: Year over Year (YoY) % change of Control 
Tactics Reports and YoY % change of Occurrences 
with Control Tactics Reports 

 

While there were 6,933 control tactics report submitted for 3,779 occurrences, this number reflects the 

fact that there may be more than one control tactics report per event. This is due to the EPS policy 

requirement for every officer, involved in a use of force, to submit a Control Tactics Report. This policy 

has been in effect since June 2, 2005.   
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2.0 Control Tactics Occurrences & Reports 

2.2 Control Tactic Category I & Category II Use of Force 

The Edmonton Police Service has two broad Use of Force categories: 
 
Category I – An event where an officer draws or displays a gun or less-lethal weapon, or applies a 
hobble restraining device or spit net. 
 
Category II – An event where an officer points a gun at a subject, or uses empty hand hard, intermediate 
weapons, lethal options or any force that results in injury to the subjects or officers.  
 
In 2025, there were a total of 6,933 Control Tactics Reports submitted, which comprised of 3,928 

(56.7%) Category I events, and 3,005 (43.3%) Category II events. Figure 3 shows the fluctuation of 

these categories, along with corresponding percentage distribution for the year. 

Figure 3:Number of Control Tactics Reports by Use of 
Force Category 

 

Figure 4: % of Control Tactics Reports 
by Use of Force Category 

 

Note: It is important to illustrate the Edmonton Police Service captures pointing a firearm as a Category 

II event, note though no physical force is applied.  

Note: For year 2024, Category II numbers are lower than the number reported in previous year’s report 

due to classification of ERIW Deployed/Pointed as Category II. In this year’s report this has been 

changed to Category I as no ERIW weapons are deployed for this force category and the change has 

been retroactively applied to 2024 data. 
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2.0 Control Tactics Occurrences & Reports 

2.3 Top 10 Occurrence Types with Category II Use of Force 

Figure 5: Top 10 Occurrence Types with Category II Use of Force in 2025 

 

2.4 Occurrences with Physical Force Used 

Edmonton Police Service captures pointing a firearm as a Category II event, note though no physical 

force is applied. In 2024, 1,662 occurrences documented control tactics reports where force was used. 

Figure 6: Number of Occurrences with Force Used (2025) 

 

In 2025, 1,524 occurrences with control tactics reports where force was used, constituted 0.47% of the 

total public interaction occurrences (320,869) for the year. The percentage of occurrences where use 

of force occurred was 0.52% (1,376) in 2023, and 0.51% (1,461) in 2024.  

 

Note: The 2024 report listed percentage of occurrences where force was used for the year 2024 as 

0.58% (1,665). This discrepancy is due to the force classification of “ERIW Deployed/Pointed” being 

labeled as category 2 and counted as an instance of physical force use whereas, in the current report, 

this category has been reclassified as “ERIW Displayed” with no physical force being used. 
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2.0 Control Tactics Occurrences & Reports 
Figure 7: Total EPS Public Interaction Occurrences, Cat II – Force Used Occurrence Count & 

Percentage of Cat II – Force Used Occurrences out of Total EPS Public Interaction Occurrences 

 

2.5 Use of Force Analysis 

Figure 8 plots these violent occurrences. Figure 9 plots the year over year percentage changes. 

Figure 8:Number of Violent Occurrences 
By year 

 

Figure 9: Year over Year (YoY) % increase of 
Violent Occurrences 

 
Note: The previous year report listed the violent occurrences count for year 2024 as 2,457 and for 

year 2023 as 2,393. This number has been retroactively corrected to 2,375 for 2024 and 2,359 for 

2023 due to subject risk factor of “previous police dealings” being included in the subject risk factor of 

“history of violence” post Niche upgrade in May 2023. 
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2.0 Control Tactics Occurrences & Reports 
Note: An occurrence is violent if:  

1. Occurrence type description contains the keywords  "Assault” or "Weapon”, or  

2. Control tactic risk factor is “History of Violence” or “Weapons”, or  

3. Subject has a weapon 

2.6 Number of Control Tactics Reports by Branch 

Figure 10 shows the distribution of control tactics reports in 2025 by branch and figure 11 shows the 

same distribution over the past 5 years. Data where branch area was not known has been excluded. 

Figure 10: Number of Control Tactics Reports by Branch 2025 

 

Figure 11: Number of Control Tactics Reports by Branch 2021 – 2025 
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3.0 Tactics 

3.1 Canine 

Figure 12: Number of Control Tactics Reports - Canine 

 

3.2 CEW 

Figure 13: Number of Control Tactics Reports – CEW 
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3.0 Tactics 

CEW Presence: CEW is drawn from the holster and displayed by way of laser and/or sparking of the 

weapon (no use of the CEW). 

CEW Probe: CEW is drawn and deployed with Probes entering the skin or clothing of the subject (lock-

out is the goal and may or may not be achieved depending on the Probe placement). 

CEW Stun: CEW is drawn and deployed with the muzzle of the weapon pressed up against the 

subject’s body.  The weapon is used as a pain compliance tool only with no lock-out achieved (weapon 

is sparked only with no Probes deployed). 

3.3 ERIW 

Figure 14: Number of Control Tactics Reports – ERIW (Data only available for 2023 onwards) 

 

ERIW Displayed: ERIW is drawn and displayed during high-risk events, including subject specific (no 

projectile is fired from the weapon).  

ERIW Deployed: When an ERIW projectile is fired from the weapon. 

Note: Post RMS upgrade in May 2023, form does not allow for distinction between Baton - Displayed 

and Baton – Deployed. Members may also classify ARWEN baton rounds as Impact – Baton.  

Note: ERIW Displayed is higher in 2025 as there are more weapons, members are more comfortable 

using it. 
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3.0 Tactics 

3.4 Firearms 

Figure 15: Number of Control Tactics Reports - Firearms 

 
Note: Firearms deployed event counts do not include open ASIRT investigations from year’s 2021 to 2025. 

3.5 Impact - Baton 

Figure 16: Number of Control Tactics Reports - Impact – Baton 
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3.0 Tactics 

Baton Displayed: Drawn from the holster and displayed without any use against the subject. 

Baton Deployed: Drawn and used against the subject. 

Note: Numbers that were published in 2023 are slightly different. Post RMS upgrade in May 2023, form does 

not allow for distinction between Baton - Displayed and Baton – Deployed. Members may also classify ARWEN 

baton rounds as Impact – Batons. 

 

Note: Significant decrease in baton usage is likely due to better and more usage of standoff weapons such as 

ERIW. 

3.6 OC 

Figure 17: Number of Control Tactics Reports – OC 

 

OC Displayed: Drawn from the holster and displayed without any chemical agent deployed. 

OC Deployed: Drawn with chemical agent deployed. 
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3.0 Tactics 

3.7 Physical 

Figure 18: Number of Control Tactics - Physical 

  

Note: Following the RMS transition from EPROS to Niche UA in May 2023, some Use of Force classifications 
changed, and certain subtypes went from Empty hand – soft to Empty hand - hard classification. Empty hand - 
hard over the past few years (as shown in the graphs) may reflect these classification changes, and not 
necessarily an actual behavior trend or increase in use of force of this category. 
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4.0 Subjects 

Figure 19: Subjects 2025 

4,478

4.1 Subjects 

Note: Current statistics do not account for situations where a subject may have had a pre-existing injury 

prior to police arrival. Due to the complexity and pace of many events, responding officers may not be 

aware of pre-existing injuries at the time of the incident. As a result, although injuries may be recorded 

in the control tactics report, they are not always the result of the police interaction itself. 

6,933 Control Tactics Reports were generated by individual members in 2025. 4,478 subjects were 

encountered, with 3,853 (86.0%) receiving no injuries. 556 (12.4%) experiencing a minor injury, 59 

(1.3%) an outpatient injury and 9 (0.2%) a major injury (Figure 19).  

Minor injury is defined as redness or swelling where there is no medical treatment required.  

Outpatient injury results in a visit to a hospital or a local health unit (e.g. broken bones) but does not 
require overnight stay.  

Major injury is an injury requiring inpatient treatment at a hospital. 

Fatal injury is an injury resulting in death. 

 

Subjects (Total) 
 

Subjects (No Injuries) 

Subjects (Minor Injury) 

Subjects (Outpatient Injury) 

Subjects (Major Injury) 

Subjects (Fatal injury) 

 

Note: The number of subjects experiencing use of force is classified by using each person-occurrence 

involvement as a distinct subject.   

3,853 (86.0%) 

556 (12.4%) 

59 (1.3%) 

9 (0.2%) 

1 (0.0%)
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4.0 Subjects 

4.2 Subjects by Year 

Figure 20 shows the number of instances where a person was subject to use of force tactics, 

percentage of subjects experiencing a minor injury, outpatient injury or major injury, and percentage of 

subjects experiencing an outpatient injury or major injury or fatal injury. 

The figure illustrates that although the number of subjects prescribed a use of force tactic has gradually 

risen, the percentage of injuries has decreased. 

Note: There has been a consistent decline in the percentage of individuals experiencing more serious 

injuries (1.5% for 2025). This is combination of injuries due to police interaction or pre existing injuries 

before the police interaction. 

Note: In 2024, EPS started classifying each person-occurrence involvement as a distinct subject. This 

change creates a more comprehensive and accurate picture by including all individuals where a person 

is not identifiable. This change has also been retroactively applied to data for years 2020 to 2023. 

Figure 20:Yearly trend of number of subjects where force was applied & subsequent injuries 
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4.0 Subjects 

4.3 Violent Subjects by Year 

Minor injuries to subjects have decreased since 2021. However, encounters with violent subjects 

continues to trend upwards.  

Figure 21 shows this increasing trend with violent subjects in 2025. 

Figure 21: Number of Violent Subjects by Year 

 

Note: A subject is violent if:  

1. Occurrence type description contains the keywords  "Assault” or "Weapon”, or  

2. Control tactic risk factor is “History of Violence” or “Weapons”, or  

3. Subject has a weapon 

4. A violent occurrence can have multiple violent subjects involved 

Note: The previous year report listed the violent subjects count for year 2024 as 2,630 and for year 

2023 as 2,570. This number has been retroactively corrected to 2,551 for 2024 and 2,535 for 2023 due 

to subject risk factor of “previous police dealings” being included in the subject risk factor of “history of 

violence”. 
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4.0 Subjects 

4.4 Most Serious Injuries requiring medical treatment to Violent Subjects by 

Year 

Although the number of violent subjects that the EPS encounters have increased over the years from 

2021 to 2025, injuries requiring medical treatment to these violent subjects have decreased. 

Figure 22:Yearly trend showing the number of violent subjects, number of violent subjects (outpatient 
injury, major injury, fatal), percent violent subjects (requiring medical treatment) 
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5.0 Subject Injuries 

5.1 Subjects Most Serious Injury 

In 2025, there were a total of 4,478 subjects encountered where there was a control tactics report 

submitted for the corresponding file. 

Figure 23: Subjects Most Serious Injury in 2025 

 

5.2 Most Serious Injury Trend 

Generally, injuries sustained in use of force events continue to trend downwards (Figure 24). 

Figure 24: Graph showing percent (number) of most serious injuries per year between 2021 - 2025 
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5.0 Subject Injuries 

5.3 Most Serious Injury Trends by Severity Level 

In 2025, 86.0% of all control tactic injuries were classified as “No visible injury”. This percentage has 

increased over the years, while there has been a decreasing trend across categories reporting an injury. 

Figure 25:Trend showing percent (number) of most serious injuries per year by injury level between 
2021 - 2025 
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and accurate picture by not including less serious 
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5.0 Subject Injuries 

5.4 Most Serious Injuries by Severity Level with Mental Health as a Risk Factor  

In 2025, there were 801 incidents where “Mental Health” was listed as a risk factor in the control tactics 

report. This does not reflect the total of mental health complaints that police responded to in the year 

2025. There was no injury to 625 (78%) of these subject interactions. This statistic may include pre-

existing injury before police interaction. 

Figure 26: Most Serious Injuries with Mental Health as a Risk Factor in 2025 
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5.0 Subject Injuries 

5.5 Most Serious Injury Trends by Severity Level with Mental Health as a Risk 

Factor  

Figure 27 shows that although mental health calls continue to rise, the injuries reported due to use of 

force events is trending downwards. 

Figure 27: Trend showing percent (number) of most serious injuries per year with mental health as a 
risk factor between 2021 - 2025  

  

  

Note: The yearly percentages and number of injuries is different from the previous year’s report 

because, in 2024, EPS started counting injuries based on the most serious injury reported due to use 

of force. This change creates a more comprehensive and accurate picture by not including less serious 

injuries such as: "No visible injury" in the respective less serious injury level counts if there is a more 

serious injury reported for the subject. 
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5.0 Subject Injuries 

5.6 Most Serious Injuries by Severity Level with Drug / Alcohol as a Risk Factor  

In 2025, there were 1,120 events listed with “Drug/Alcohol” as a risk factor. There was no injury reported 

to 829 (74.0%) of subject interactions. 

Figure 28: Most Serious Injuries with Drug / Alcohol as a Risk Factor in 2025 
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5.0 Subject Injuries 

5.7 Most Serious Injury Trends by Severity Level with Drug / Alcohol as a Risk 

Factor 

Figure 29 shows that the percentage of no injuries has been increasing over the years. 

Figure 29: Trend showing percent (number) of most serious injuries per year with drugs / alcohol as a 
risk factor between 2021 - 2025 
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6.0 Member Injuries 

6.1 Most Serious Member Injuries by Severity Level 

In 2025, there were a total of 6,933 members that submitted a control tactics report.  

Figure 30: Most Serious Member Injuries in 2025 
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6.0 Member Injuries 

6.2 Most Serious Member Injury Trends by Severity Level 

Figure 31:Trend showing percent (number) of most serious member injuries per year between 2020 - 
2024 

  

  
Note: In 2024, EPS started counting injuries based on the most serious injury reported due to use of 

force. This change creates a more comprehensive and accurate picture by not including less serious 

injuries such as: "No visible injury" in the respective less serious injury level counts if there is a more 

serious injury reported for the subject. 

96.8%
(5,688)

97.0%
(5,783)

97.3%
(7,144)

97.5%
(6,906)

97.5%
(6,762)

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

No visible injury, no complain of pain

2.7%
(160)

2.7%
(161)

2.4%
(179)

2.3%
(163)

2.3%
(161)

0%

1%

2%

3%

4%

5%

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Minor injury, no medical treatment

0.4%
(26) 0.3%

(19) 0.2%
(18) 0.1%

(10)
0.1%
(9)

0.0%

0.3%

0.6%

0.9%

1.2%

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Injury, outpatient treatment (broken bones)

0.0%
(0)

0.0%
(1)

0.0%
(2)

0.1%
(4) 0.0%

(1)
0.0%

0.2%

0.4%

0.6%

0.8%

1.0%

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Major injury, hospitalization


