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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amanda Ross will introduce the team

The EPS Hate Crimes Unit is one of a very few dedicated Hate Crimes Units in Canada.  Of 177 law enforcement agencies, approximately 10 agencies have specialized units dedicated to the investigation of hate crimes.

Our Unit consists of one Sergeant, 2 constables, and as of late 2023, a crime analyst.  Since 2023, the focus of the unit has shifted towards strengthening our capacity to conduct complex investigations, facilitate collaborative training approaches to more of our internal and external partners in this field, and engage in trauma-informed approaches to engaging with community members that are impacted by hate crimes and incidents.  



Hate Crimes vs Hate Incidents

Hate Crime is a CRIME:
VS

Hate Incident is a NON-CRIMINAL ACTION:

committed against a person or property that is motivated in whole or in part by hate,
bias or prejudice towards an identifiable group based on real or perceived race,
national or ethnic origin, language, colour, religion, sex, age, mental or physical
disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity or expression, or on any other similar

factor.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amanda will read this one:

It is important to start with defining the difference between a hate incident and a hate crime, as there is confusion which can impact public’s perception of police follow up, or lack there of 

A common example of a hate crime is an assault motivated by hate, and a less common example is public incitement of hatred.

An example of a hate incident could be the uttering of a hateful slur or the displaying of a hate symbol, such as a Swastika or Hamas flag, with no other context

It is important to understand the identifiable groups and nuances within the description.   - CLICK AN READ THE DESCRIPTION

Cydney 
Ontario case law - Other similar factor "Intrinsic to their identity" 
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Presentation Notes
Amanda:

Over the past year, we have continued to make enhancements to our approach to this complex work, which is why we have been asked to speak with you today.  As we speak about the trends and statistics, I want to recognize that hate crime reporting is one of the most under-reported crimes for a variety of reasons, from lack of trust in police and the judicial system, and complex barriers including the normalization of hate and in our society.

I will begin by mentioning that on March 30, 2026, Stats Canada released a publication on the most recent statistics on police-reported hate crime in Canada. Canadian police services reported a total of 4,882 hate crimes in 2024, a slight rise of 1% from 2023. This followed a more significant increase of 34% from 2022 to 2023. Overall, the number of police-reported hate crimes across Canada has risen each year for six years in a row, more than doubling (+169%) since 2018.

Stats Canada ranks the most impacted communities who are victims of hate crimes across Canada as 
Race/ethnicity 
Religious
2SLGBTQ+.  
However, these statistics do not speak to the level of violence received by the communities, since the national statistics are not disaggregated into categories of violent crimes and property/disorder crimes.

We also recognize there are other, institutional and structural barriers to the collection of data we are about to present:
There is no national standard definition of what a hate crime is
Because of this, hate crime is not easily tracked
We rely on the sentencing provision section for most charges
We manually track data into a spreadsheet after reviewing reports and categorizing them, and then follow-up with officers to ensure that they have properly articulated the indicators of hate that the Crown will require at the sentencing stage.  
As well, the identifiable group listing is not within a person’s entity on our report management system.
Collection of race-based data might help, but racial or ethnic identity is only one of the identifiable groups
Statistics Canada has determined the categories of identifiable groups that they recognize within their statistics and we adhere to those categories; Stats Can does not categorize intersectionality, therefore we choose the primary driver of the hate-motivated incident or crime based on the evidence collected, and we do not capture intersectionality
This is not just an EPS issue – it is Canada wide
We monitor the time periods around trigger events for context and responsiveness to hate-motivated events that may occur in Edmonton, such as Pride Month, the conflict in the Middle East, and the conflict between Ukraine and Russia
The geopolitical environment is constantly changing, which can have direct impacts at the local level. As a result, we need to regularly review and adjust how we engage with our communities. This also means working closely with our Community Engagement and Crime and Trauma‑Informed Support Services partners to conduct outreach and proactively build trust with affected communities, which I will speak to later in the presentation.

I will now turn things over to Constable Cyd Ross, so she can share the statistical data on hate crimes trends in Edmonton
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Presentation Notes
Cyd

From 2025 – Amanda G’s presentation notes:

-Ebbs and flows.  Trigger events can cause a dramatic uptick
-common for incidents and crimes to follow the same pattern of rising and falling – Incidents and Crimes may increase from geo-political events (new legislation locally and worldwide, military conflicts, political decisions etc) ----- Anniversary of the October 7, 2023 Hamas attacks, Parental Rights legislation announcement by the Provincial government Jan 2024 

  (October 7th anniversary of the Hamas attack, Pride Month, large spike in 2024 after the announcement of the parental legislation tabled by the Alberta government).  The introduction of parental legislation has continued to impact the protest/demonstration environment and the Queer community, particularly members of the trans community.



Hate Crimes (assaults, mischiefs, etc.)

2022 Hate Crime Event Types
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Presentation Notes
Cyd

From 2025 – Amanda G’s presentation notes:
-Hate crimes have remained consistent in the sense they are usually property related (graffiti, mischief etc.)
-Disorder = criminal harassment, harassing communications 



Hate Incidents

2022 Hate Incident Event Types
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Cyd

From 2025 – Amanda G’s presentation notes:
-Hate Incidents have remained consistent with majority of occurrences being Disorder (racial slurs being used etc)



24.6% Decrease in Hate Crimes from 2024 to

Hate Crimes 2024 vs 2025
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Presentation Notes
Cyd

From 2025 – Amanda G’s presentation notes:

-Decrease in hate crimes can partly be attributed trigger events and the geo political landscape.
-The Hamas attack on October 7 2023 which propelled the conflict in the middle east saw a sharp increase in hate crimes in 2023 but that was not seen in 2024
-The end of January 2024 the province of Alberta announce the parental rights legislation which saw an increase in crimes against the 2SLGBTQIA+ community which remained somewhat consistent throughout the year, where as in 2023 there was a sharp increase of crimes in June which coincides with Pride Month 



78.1% Increase in Hate Incidents from 2024 to

Hate Incidents 2024 vs 2025
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Presentation Notes
Cyd

From 2025 – Amanda G’s presentation notes:

-Hate Incidents saw an increase, which actually may be positive as we know many communities underreport so getting rid of barriers to report to police may be increasing the number of incidents we are seeing
-Online reporting of Incidents which was brought into effect June 2023 making it easier for people to report, but could contribute to the increase.
-Hate crimes/crimestoppers bus campaign also made citizens aware of where they could report



Hate Crimes

Hate Crime Victimology 2021-2025
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Cyd

From 2025 – Amanda G’s presentation notes:

**Please keep in mind for the next two slides, that some communities are underrepresented in the numbers, this could be due to normalization of discrimination against them, mistrust of police, shame and embarrassment that the event occurred are examples why people may not report.  As such, these numbers are not exhaustive and only represent what has been reported to EPS**

-2SLGBTQIA+ has seen an increase in events, trigger events include pride month and the announcement of the Parental Rights legislation
-Muslim and Jewish communities have also seen an increase in events, which again could be related to the start of the Middle East Conflict
-the Christian/Catholic community has seen a sharp decrease.  2023 saw many churches being burned which caused the increase to occur in that year




(goi ng Efforts to

Improve Community Trust
and Strengthen
Investigative Approaches



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amanda:

Hate Crimes Unit has continued to strengthen the approaches we have been taking to improving community trust in the police and the criminal justice system:

Increased education across the police service on what to look for in relation to Hate Crimes and Hate Incidents
Recruits, CTSS, Community Engagement Section, Emergency Communications Operators
Created more awareness to the public in what to report/ways to report through public presentations including a series of webinars that we co-presented alongside our community partners, which includes the City of Edmonton, the Organization for the Prevention of Violence, Reach and StopHate Alberta
Continued to build relationships with diverse groups in Edmonton to build trust, in proactive ways when we have capacity to attend community events that we are invited to, as well as in response to hate crimes that have had a wider impact on community groups so that we can help address safety concerns
Strengthened our existing working relationship with the Crown Prosecution Service, through early consultation with them on complex or sensitive files, and reciprocal communication about how to improve our investigative approaches to ensure strong cases move forward in court
Providing media releases on the outcomes of some of our investigations, where it is prudent to notify the public about our work and it won’t potentially compromise the integrity of the investigation or prosecution and/or negatively impact the safety of the victim or the broader community
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