EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE

REPORT TO THE EDMONTON POLICE COMMISSION

DATE: January 22, 2026

SUBJECT: Edmonton Police Service Major Policing Events Annual Report

RECOMMENDATION(S):

1. That the Major Policing Events Annual Report be delivered to the Edmonton Police Commission
(Commission) as per EPC Policy 2.2.3.

INTRODUCTION:

The purpose of the Major Policing Events Annual Report is to ensure that the Commission has the
information necessary to perform its mandated governance and oversight role as set out in the Police
Act.

BACKGROUND:

The Edmonton Police Service (EPS) is responsible for providing an organized and coordinated response
to safeguard the security and safety of the public, emergency response personnel, including EPS
members, and limit damage to property. The Edmonton Police Service policing of major events is
administered under the scope of the Incident Command Policy.

The Incident Command Policy is comprised of the Emergency and Disaster Response Procedure, the
High-Risk and Critical Incidents Procedure, the Major Event Management Procedure, and the Civil
Disorder and Crowd Control Procedure.

The procedures are reviewed on an annual basis by the Incident Command Committee Tier
Commanders, and if necessary, revised and/or updated to incorporate best practices, enhance
organizational alignment, and ensure compliance with Alberta Policing Standards.

The EPS Emergency Management Program ensures the EPS is positioned to deliver critical and vital
services during a disruptive incident by evaluating, maintaining, and implementing business continuity
plans.

Standard Operational Plans (SOPs) are prepared and administered by a Major Event Commander or
Public Safety Unit (PSU) Commander as a planning instrument to establish an overarching mission
statement for EPS's role/response, operational parameters, command structure, and an overview of the
event in its entirety. Following an event, an After-Action report is crafted by the Major Event
Commander or PSU Commander and shared to identify recommendations for best practices, or
opportunities for improvements in policy, procedures, training and/or assets.
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COMMENTS / DISCUSSION:

In 2025, the EPS administered Standard Operational Plans for the following events:

Concerts / Electric Dance Music Events: 35
Resources for each concert range from 12 officers at Rogers to 62 officers at Commonwealth.

Sporting Events: 80
Including the NHL Regular Season, NHL Playoffs, CFL Regular Season, marathons and a triathlon.

Festivals: 9

Including Heritage Days, Edmonton Folk Music Festival, Sikh Parade, Cariwest Parade, Pride Parade,
Kingsway Holiday Parade, K Days, New Year's Eve, and Canada Day celebrations.

Dignitary Visits: 4
Including the Ethiopian Ambassador, Pierre Poilievre, and visits from Prime Minister Mark Carney.

Protests: 7

Including a 2" Anniversary Palestinian march, Alberta Teachers Association rallies, Global Day of
Action, Let us Worship, Stop the Genocide, and United Conservative Party AGM. There were many
protests in which on-duty police resources were leveraged to respond to: did not meet the definition of
a Major Police Event.

Other: 4

Home Made Explosive operation, G7 Summit, Swearing-in Ceremony, Police and Peace Officer
Memorial Day.

Police resources supporting the SOPs include but are not limited to Public Safety Unit, Disruption
Teams, TRACS, HSOC, ECOMB, Flight Operations, Traffic Section, Police Liaison Team and Patrol
members.

Paid duty police officers are hired to compliment safety and security resources at City of Edmonton
endorsed events such as Concerts/EDMEs, Sporting Events, and Festivals. The Edmonton Police
Service engages with the City of Edmonton Festivals and Events Implementation Team in planning and
alignment of police services with other civic services and event organizers.

In addition to the seven Protests listed above as Major Policing Events, EPS Police Liaison Team
tracked 669 demonstrations, marches, protests and rallies in 2025. The Police Liaison Team
maintained sustained engagement with activists and community stakeholders, including Palestinian,
Jewish, Syrian, Indigenous, Filipino, Congolese, 2SLGBTQ+, pro-separatist communities, and internal
and external partners. This measured and consistent engagement strengthened trust and mutual
understanding between the community and the EPS, contributing to more strategic, informed, and
proportionate responses to demonstrations and events.

PSU demonstrated its critical role in maintaining community safety through a total of 58 deployments,
and 10 situational awareness events throughout 2025. A situational awareness event is where there are
Public Safety Unit officers on standby, as there may be a potentially concerning event requiring staffing
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at a moment's notice. These 68 deployments reflect the EPS’s ongoing commitment to proactive
response, effective coordination, and timely intervention across a wide range of incidents and events.
Each deployment required skilled personnel, operational readiness, and collaboration with partner
agencies to address emerging risks and ensure public well-being. The volume of deployments
highlights both the demand for PSU services and its capacity to respond efficiently to diverse public
safety needs throughout the year.

The Edmonton Police Service deployed resources for an out-of-jurisdiction major policing event in 2025,
the G7 Summit, held in Kananaskis, Alberta in June.

CONCLUSION

The Edmonton Police Service remains focused on upholding the highest standards of service in major
policing events and appreciates the ongoing support of the Edmonton Police Commission.
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