
 

EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE 

REPORT TO THE EDMONTON POLICE COMMISSION  

DATE: 2026 MAR 09 

SUBJECT: Hate Crimes and Hate Incidents - 2025 Data 

RECOMMENDATION(S):  

That this report be received for information. 

INTRODUCTION:  

This report will provide information about the hate crimes and hate incidents stats for 
2025, as well as the 5-year trend. The results are provided in Attachment 1, which will 
be presented to the Governance Committee and the Public portion of the Committee of 
the Whole. 

BACKGROUND:  

In 2025, there was a notable shift in hate-motivated crime. Historically, most hate-
motivated files tended to fall within the property-related category, such as graffiti, 
vandalism, or the theft or damage of identity-based property. By contrast, the 2025 
reporting year saw a measurable increase in reporting of violent hate-motivated crimes. 
At this time, there is no single identifiable cause for the increase. However, several 
contextual factors within Alberta's evolving sociopolitical environment may be 
contributing. Alberta has had an increase in issue-based demonstrations and gatherings 
across a broad range of political and social topics. These events tend to increase the 
frequency of interactions between individuals and groups who may hold divergent views. 
In this environment, interpersonal conflict can escalate more readily, occasionally 
resulting in targeted aggression. It is important to emphasize that these observations 
speak to broader societal dynamics rather than any single causal driver. 

In 2025, reported hate-motivated incidents (non-criminal) in Edmonton remained 
generally consistent in terms of the types of behaviour involved. The majority of these 
occurrences continue to fall under Disorder-related conduct, primarily involving verbal 
slurs, derogatory language, and comments such as "go back to your country." These 
incidents, while often non-criminal, have significant community impact and remain an 
important part of the broader hate-motivated landscape that EPS monitors. The overall 
number of hate incidents appears to have increased in 2025. This rise is likely attributable 
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not to a sudden change in community behaviour, but to improved reporting mechanisms 
and enhanced public awareness. 

Another ongoing strategy involves the collaborative work of Hate Crimes Unit and the 
Crown Prosecution Service, particularly on files that are complex, sensitive, or involve 
emerging legal considerations. This includes early engagement with the Crown to review 
evidentiary thresholds, assess the applicability of hate-motivation provisions, and ensure 
that investigations are structured in a way that supports court-readiness from the outset. 
In addition, the Hate Crimes Unit continues to share case-specific information and 
investigative learnings with the Crown on an ongoing basis. 

Additionally, the EPS continues to work closely with several internal partner units to 
ensure a coordinated and effective response to hate-related occurrences. This includes 
the Police Liaison Team, which manages police engagement at community 
demonstrations; Crime and Trauma-Informed Support Services, whose members provide 
referrals and support to individuals affected by hate-motivated behaviour; and Community 
Relations team, comprised of civilian and sworn members who focus on building 
constructive relationships with diverse communities. Collectively, these units help 
strengthen communication, increase awareness of available resources, and support 
public confidence in reporting and in the broader criminal justice process. 

Taken together, these efforts have made the system more accessible and more reliable, 
particularly for equity-deserving communities who may have been hesitant to report in the 
past. As a result, the 2025 increase in reported hate incidents likely reflects improved 
system performance and community engagement rather than an abrupt escalation of 
hate-motivated behaviour. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ATTACHED:  

• Attachment 1 — PowerPoint of Hate Crimes and Hate Incidents for 2025 

Written By: Sergeant Amanda Ross, Investigative Support Branch 

Reviewed By: Supt. Duane Hunter, Investigative Support Division / 
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