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EDMONTON POLICE COMMISSION 
 PUBLIC MEETING 
 
 MINUTES 

 
Thursday, January 22, 2026 

River Valley Room, Main Floor, City Hall  
Edmonton, Alberta 

12:00 P.M. to 13:30 P.M. 
 

PRESENT 
Commissioner Shazia Amiri 
Commissioner Zahro Hassan 
Commissioner Ben Henderson  
Commissioner Jessica Jacobs-Mino (Left the meeting at 12 :57 P.M.) 
Commissioner Anne-Marie Lambert 
Commissioner Michael Lee  
Commissioner Barry McNabb 
Commissioner Peter Obiefuna 
Commissioner Karen Principe 
Commissioner Mike Saunders 
Commissioner Anne Stevenson 
 
ZOOM 
Commissioner Carola Cunningham (arrived at 12:36 P.M.) 
Commissioner Karen Leibovici 
Commissioner Jayan Nagendran 
 
EPC STAFF 
Executive Director Matt Barker 
Senior Policy & Data Analyst Bonnie Riddell 
Chief Communications Officer John Statton 
Deanna Matchett, Public Complaint Director/Legal Counsel 
Meeting Coordinator Echo Machnaik 
Administrative Assistant Jessica Trepanier 
Administrative Assistant Teminijesu Anjorin 
 
EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE   
Chief Warren Driechel, Office of the Chief 
Chief of Staff Patricia Misutka, Office of the Chief 
Police Operations Chief, Devin Laforce, Office of the Chief 
Deputy Chief Nicole Chapdelaine, Investigations and Support Services Bureau 
Chief Innovation & Technology Officer Ron Anderson, Innovation & Information Bureau  
Acting Deputy Chief Derek McIntyre, Office of the Chief 
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Acting Deputy Chief Keith Johnson, Community Policing Bureau 
Acting Deputy Chief Andria Wasylyshen, Community Safety & Well-Being Bureau 
Acting Chief Administrative Officer Kevin Kobi, Corporate Services Bureau 
Director Iryna Pyasta, Business Development Division 
Executive Director Lori Lorenz, Value and Impact Division 
Executive Director Megan Hankewich, Legal and Regulatory Services Division 
Acting Executive Director Lauren Wozny, Corporate Communications Division 
Director Cheryl Sheppard, Public Affairs and Media Relations Branch  
Acting Inspector Joe Tassone, Office of the Chief 
 
GUEST 
Dr. Marta Urbanik – Associate Professor of Criminology & Sociology – University of Alberta 
 
 

 Agenda Item Action By 

5. PUBLIC MEETING   
Chair Henderson called the meeting back to order at 12:00 P.M.  

 

5.1 Protocol items & Summary of Compliments 
Chair Henderson opened the meeting with the Acknowledgement of 
Treaty Six Territory land we are gathered on.  
Chair Henderson announced he was continuing as the 2026 
Edmonton Police Commission Chair, and Commissioner Amiri would 
continue as the Edmonton Police Commission Vice-Chair.  
Chair Henderson also introduced the three new Commissioners.  

• Peter Obiefuna 
• Barry McNabb 
• Karen Leibovici 

 
The Chair also acknowledged recent compliments received from the 
public regarding the work of members of EPS. In December and 
January, a total of 15 compliments were received.  
 

 

5.2 Motion(s) arising out of closed session 
No motions came out of the Closed session. 

 

5.3 Consent Agenda 
MOVED Commissioner Jacobs-Mino – Commissioner Amiri 
 
“The Edmonton Police Commission approve the Consent Agenda.” 
 
                                                                                             CARRIED 
 
5.3.1 Edmonton Police Commission Public Meeting Minutes – 
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November 20, 2025 
5.3.2 Edmonton Police Commission Budget Variance for the Period 
Ending, October 2025 
5.3.3 Edmonton Police Commission Budget Variance for the Period 
Ending, November 2025 
5.3.4 Edmonton Police Service Budget Variance for the Period 
Ending, October 2025 
5.3.5 Edmonton Police Service Budget Variance for the Period 
Ending, November 2025 
5.3.6 24/7Crisis Diversion November Summary  
5.3.7 24/7Crisis Diversion December Summary  
5.3.8 Professional Standards Branch Extension Requests – Nov 2025 
5.3.9 2026 Public Action Registry 
5.3.10 2026 Edmonton Police Commission Meeting Dates  
5.3.11 Policy Revision - January  
5.3.11.1 EPC’s Privacy Management Program & Procedures 
 

5.4 Presentations  

 5.4.1 The Realities of Homelessness: Crime, Victimization and 
Policing  

Dr. Marta Urbanik, Associate Professor of Criminology Department of 
Sociology at the University of Alberta presented on “The Realities of 
Homelessness: Crime, Victimization, and Policing.”  

The presentation covered the following topics in further detail: 

1. Study & Methods 
2. Empirical Findings: 

a. Downtown Violence and Disorder 
b. Gangs & Criminal Organizations  

 Exploitation, Collaboration, & Victimization    
c. Experiences with Law Enforcement 

3. Implications & Actionables 
 
Commissioners responded with comments and questions. 

 

 Commissioner Jacobs-Mino stepped out at 12:57 P.M.  

5.5 Input from the public  
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There were no public speakers for this meeting.  

6. PUBLIC REPORT(S)  

6.1 Chief Report 
Chief Driechel provided a written and verbal report for the 
Commission speaking to the following items:  

• Welcome to the new Commissioners and thank you to all 
Commissioners 

• Positive outcomes from the Crime Management Plan 
• Youth Advisory Council met with Chief’s Committee this week 
• Leadership Development 
• EPS budget deliberations, thank you to the Commission for 

the support through this 
• Response to the recent media article in the Edmonton Journal 

 

 
 
 

6.2 Edmonton Police Service report(s) 
No reports this month  

 

6.3 Chair/Vice Chair report 
There is no Chair/Vice Chair report this month 

 

 

6.4 Committee Report(s) 
6.4.1 Governance Committee – no January meeting 
6.4.2 Finance and Audit Committee – no January meeting 
6.4.3 Human Resources Committee - no January meeting 
6.4.4 Professional Standards Committee – PSC Chair Hassan 
provided and update on the January PSC 
6.4.5 Technology Committee – no January meeting 

 
 

6.5 Exemptions from Consent Agenda 
There were no exemptions from the Consent Agenda. 

 

6.6 Other Business 
No other business 

 

6.7 Comments / concerns / commendations   

 MOVED    Commissioner Amiri – Commissioner Hassan   
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“That the Edmonton Police Commission go back In-Camera.” 

                                                                                              CARRIED 
 

 Chair Henderson called a 10-minute recess at 13:30 P.M. 
 

 

 
 
CERTIFIED as being a record of the matters dealt with at the Commission’s January 22, 2026, 
Public Meeting. 

   

  Ben Henderson 
Chair, Edmonton Police Commission 
 

   

  Echo Machnaik 
Secretary to the Edmonton Police Commission 

 
 


