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EDMONTON POLICE COMMISSION 
 PUBLIC MEETING 
 
 MINUTES 

 
Thursday, October 16, 2025 

River Valley Room, Main Floor, City Hall  
Edmonton, Alberta 

  12:00 P.M. to 12:55 P.M. 
 

PRESENT 
Chair Commissioner Ben Henderson  
Vice Chair Commissioner Shazia Amiri  
Commissioner Michael Lee  
Commissioner Anne Stevenson 
Commissioner Anne-Marie Lambert  
Commissioner Mike Saunders 
Commissioner Carola Cunningham  
 
ZOOM 
Commissioner Jayan Nagendran  
Commissioner Zahro Hassan 
Commissioner Jo-Anne Wright 
 
ABSENT 
Commissioner Irfan Chaudhry 
Commissioner Jessica Jacobs-Mino  
 
EPC STAFF 
Executive Director Matt Barker 
Senior Policy & Data Analyst Bonnie Riddell 
Public Complaint Director/Legal Counsel Deanna Matchett 
Fiscal Advisor Mary Persson 
Meeting Coordinator Echo Machnaik 
Administrative Assistant Jessica Trepanier 
Administrative Assistant Teminijesu Anjorin 
 
EDMONTON POLICE SERVICE   
Chief Warren Driechel, Office of the Chief 
Chief Innovation & Technology Officer Ron Anderson, Innovation & Information Bureau 
Chief of Staff Patricia Misutka, Office of the Chief 
Acting Deputy Chief Andria Wasylyshen, Community Safety and Well-Being Bureau 
Deputy Chief Nicole Chapdelaine, Investigations and Support Services Bureau 
Acting Chief Administrative Officer Kevin Kobi, Corporate Services Bureau 



Minutes of Public Meeting 
October 16, 2025 
Edmonton Police Commission 
 

Page 2 of 6 

Acting Deputy Chief Christa Pennie, Community Policing Bureau 
Executive Director Lori Lorenz, Value & Impact Division  
Executive Director Louise Beggs, Audit and Risk Branch 
S/Sgt. Joe Tassone, Office of the Chief 
Director Cheryl Sheppard, Public Affairs and Media Relations Branch  
Communications Advisor, Nancy Carlson, Corporate Communications Branch 
Director Julie Hallonquist, Partnership and Stakeholder Development Branch 
Language Services Lead, Iman Saidi, Partnership and Stakeholder Development Branch 
 

 Agenda Item Action By 

5. PUBLIC MEETING   
Chair Henderson called the meeting back to order at 12:00 P.M.  

 

5.1 Protocol items 
Commissioner Lambert opened the meeting with the 
Acknowledgement of Treaty Six Territory land we are gathered on.  

 

5.2 Motion(s) arising out of closed session 
No motions came out of the Closed session. 

 

5.3 Consent Agenda 
MOVED    Commissioner Amiri - Commissioner Cunningham 
“That the Edmonton Police Commission approve the consent 
agenda.” 

                                                                                              CARRIED 
Absent for the motion: Commissioner Chaudhry 
5.3.1 Edmonton Police Commission Public Meeting Minutes – 
September 18, 2025 
5.3.2 September 2025 24/7Crisis Diversion Summary 
5.3.3 2025 Public Action Registry  
5.3.4 Edmonton Police Commission Budget Variance for the Period 
Ending, August 2025  
5.3.5 Edmonton Police Service Budget Variance for the Period 
Ending, August 2025  
5.3.6 Professional Standards Branch Extension Requests – 
September 2025 
Absent for the motion Commissioners Chaudhry and Jacobs-
Mino 

 

5.4 Presentations  

 5.4.1 Language Services Presentation  
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Iman Saidi from the Language Supports Unit presented an overview 
of the EPS language services program.  

The presentation included the following: 
• Why language services matter 

o Edmonton is home to more than 100 unique languages 
• Risks – without effective two-way communication with the 

public, the organization risks: 
o Misunderstandings 
o Underreporting 
o Lower quality of service 
o Lack of awareness 

• Core Services: 
o Interpretation services 
o Translation services 
o Transcription services 

• Additional Supports and Services 
o Training 
o Advisory services 
o Project and investigations support 

• Impacts and Outcomes 
o Awareness 
o Efficiency 
o Goal Alignment 
o Public Trust 

• Looking Ahead 
o Growing demand 
o Continuous improvement 
o Further opportunities 

 
Commissioners responded with comments and questions.  

5.5 Input from the public 
There were no public speakers for this meeting. 

 

6. PUBLIC REPORT(S)  

6.1 Chief Report 
Chief Driechel provided a written and verbal report for the 
Commission:  

• New Chief swearing in ceremony on November 5, 2025 
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• Edmonton Police Association Patrol Awards 
o Patrol Cst. of the year: Carmen Veenstra, Northeast 

Branch 
o Patrol Sgt. of the year: Sgt. Jordy Burrows, West 

Branch 
o Patrol Watch Commander of the Year: S/Sgt Sue 

Tames 

• 2024 Top Cop by the Kiwanis Club of Edmonton – Cst. Tomas 
Cleal with Downtown Beats.  

• National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

• Police and Peace Officers’ Memorial Day 

• It has been a busy first month for the Chief.  
o He has been meeting with the leaders of the 

organization.  
o Hoping to get out in the community as often as 

possible. 
o He touched on some of the community events he has 

attended since becoming Chief.  

• Protest this last weekend that turned into a blockade on the 
Walterdale bridge. The service recognizes the right to 
peacefully protest while they need to balance the risk where 
public safety can be affected.  

• EPS is working closely with their partners to ensure the City is 
ready for the impacts when the cold weather hits. They want 
to ensure the well-being of the vulnerable population ensuring 
a plan is in place to mitigate the risks of cold weather 
exposure and fires.  

6.2 Edmonton Police Service report(s) 
No reports this month  

 

6.3 Chair/Vice Chair report 
• Attendance at City Council & Chief Ratification and 

Announcement – Sept. 19 
• RTC 160 Panda Presentations – Sept. 25 
• Police & Peace Officer Memorial Day – Sept. 28 
• Edmonton Roundtable Discussions – Sept 29 
•  

 

6.4 Committee Report(s)  
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6.4.1 Governance Committee – Governance Committee (GC) Chair 
Commissioner Amiri provided a verbal update on the October GC 
meeting.  
6.4.2 Finance and Audit Committee – Finance and Audit Committee 
(FAC) Chair Commissioner Lee provided a verbal update on the 
October FAC meeting.   
6.4.3 Human Resources Committee – No meeting this month.  
6.4.4 Professional Standards Committee – No meeting this month 
     6.4.4.1 Summary of Compliments 
Commissioner Lambert read out two compliments from community              
members thanking officers for outstanding service.  
6.4.5 Technology Committee – Vice-Chair Amiri provided a verbal 
update on the October Technology Committee (TC) meeting in the 
absence of TC Chair Chaudhry. 

6.5 Exemptions from Consent Agenda 
There were no exemptions from the Consent Agenda. 

 

6.6 Other Business 
No other business 

 

6.7 Comments / concerns / commendations   

  
MOVED Commissioner Amiri – Commissioner Cunningham 
“That the Edmonton Police Commission meeting goes In-Camera to 
deal with an urgent matter.” 

                                                                                            CARRIED 
 
Absent for the motion Commissioners Chaudhry and Jacobs-
Mino 

 

 In Camera with Chief, Commission and Commission Executive 
Director.  
 
Chair Henderson called a 15-minute recess at 12:55 P.M. 
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CERTIFIED as being a record of the matters dealt with at the Commission’s October 16, 2025, 
Public Meeting. 

   

  Ben Henderson 
Chair, Edmonton Police Commission 
 

   

  Echo Machnaik 
Secretary to the Edmonton Police Commission 

 
 


